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to the first was&r, and saw a great crowd of people
assembled on a plain. I asked some one, ' Why is
there such a crowd here ?' I learnt that two persons
had been caught in the act of adultery and theft; and
perhaps they had even committed murder ; they were
brought here to be stoned [to death].

" On hearing this [circumstance], I recollected my
own case; that once upon a time I had likewise been
led in the same manner to be empaled, and that God
preserved me. ' Who can these be/ [I said to my-
self], ' that they should have become involved in such
calamity? I do not even know if they are justly
[punished], or, like me, the victims of a false accusa-
tion/ Pressing through the crowd, I reached [the
spot where the culprits stood], and perceived they
were my brothers, who were led along with their
hands tied behind their backs, and with bare heads
and feet. On seeing their sad state, my blood boiled,
and my liver was on fire. I gave the guards a hand
ful of gold pieces, and besought them to delay [the
execution] for a moment; and from thence, having
put my horse to his utmost speed, I went to the
governor's house. I presented to him, as a nazar, a
ruby of inestimable value, and made intercession for
them. He replied, 'A person has a plaint against
them, and their crimes have been fully proved; the
king's mandate has been issued, and I have no al-
ternative/

" At last, after much entreaty and supplication [on
my part], the governor sent for the complainant, and
made him consent that for five thousand pieces of
silver he should withdraw his charge of murder, t